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Catherine Copeland
Catherine was the Founding Head of Primary and Preschool at United World College
Maastricht (
www.uwcmaastricht.nl
), The Netherlands (20052013). UWC Maastricht was the
first United World College to educate students as young as age two into the United World
College movement. Catherine was the only member of the senior leadership team to
participate in the design and development of the new first rate college facility and
programming, from the conception to the official opening in 2013. It was primarily through this
transformational experience that Catherine extended her knowledge and interest in Global
Education. One of the special characteristics of Catherine’s experience at UWC Maastricht
was the challenge of educating students from more than 90 nationalities. Under Catherine’s
leadership the Primary school developed and implemented a successful Mother Tongue and
multilingual programme, a Care plan to track pastoral care of every student, a digital
assessment program and a service and learning global citizenship programme that all were
extended into and aligned with the secondary school.
Other international positions include Head of Primary at Sotogrande International School,
Spain’s leading IB PYP school, and many other schools in the United Kingdom and in
Canada.
Catherine is familiar with a multitude of curricula including; International Baccalaureate
Primary Years Program (IB PYP), the International Primary Curriculum (IPC), Canadian,
British, American, Australian, Dutch, Spanish and more. Her experience in international
education has helped her to develop multicultural sensitivities, a keen interest in global and
internationalmindedness, 21st century learning concepts and collaborative leadership in
professional learning communities. Her interest in language development stems from her
early career days teaching French as a Second Language in Canada, her native land. She
had the opportunity to be educated in both French and English in a late immersion pilot
programme and in France. Catherine’s keen interest in the future of language development in
international and national schools is one area of her continued interest in leadership and
research under the umbrella of globally minded education. Catherine recently was a presenter

at the European Council of International Schools English Second Language, Mother Tongue
(ECIS ESL/MT) Conference in Amsterdam the Netherlands and is a conference leader at
Mediterranean Centre for Innovation in Education (MedCIE.org) based in Spain. Catherine is
a student in the Educational Doctorate Programme at the University of Bath, UK and holds a
Masters of Educational Sciences Degree from the University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands.
Catherine (far left) in the Hague at a United World Colleges
Service and Learning Event with the King of the Netherlands,
HRH WilliamAlexander

Catherine (center) with Barbara Kluivers from the Maastricht
Graduate School of Governance.

Catherine (3rd from right) at the Launch of United World
College, Maastricht 2006

